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“The Sharing Project forces each of us to re-think our 
own preconceptions about sharing.” 

– David Ford, WFDD Radio 
 

 
 
Logline: 
The Sharing Project is a 29 minute non-fiction film, philosophical journey, personal narrative, 
and nature film, all intertwined together to explore the meaning of sharing. 
 
Short Synopsis: 
The Sharing Project is a 29 minute non-fiction film, philosophical journey, personal narrative, 
and nature film, all intertwined together to explore the meaning of sharing. It’s a topic that 
filmmaker Joel Tauber and his young son Zeke find incredibly complex and confusing. So, 
Tauber seeks clarity from experts in different fields; including philosopher Christian Miller, 
homeless center director Derwin L. Montgomery, and psychologist Jessica Sommerville. Joel 
and Zeke then turn to the site of the forgotten commune, Happyville (1905-1908); hoping that 
the landscape that had once inspired the Utopia Seekers, will also inspire them – reminding 
them that we’re all connected to the Land, and therefore each other; and that sharing is an ideal 
worth striving for. 
 
Essential Information: 
Produced, Directed, and Written by Joel Tauber 
Runtime: 29 minutes, 10 seconds 
Completed on June 12, 2019 
Country of Production: USA  
English. Subtitles available as necessary 
Color, 1080P, 16:9, 23.976 fps. 5.1 surround sound or stereo.  
Public screening formats: DCP, QuickTime file, HDCAM, HDCAM-SR, or Blu-Ray 
Funding provided by Wake Forest University and the Andy Warhol Foundation For The  

Visual Arts via the Grand Central Art Center 



 
 
Long Synopsis: 
 
The Sharing Project is a 29 minute non-fiction film, philosophical journey, personal narrative, 
and nature film, all intertwined together to explore the meaning of sharing. It’s a topic that 
filmmaker Joel Tauber and his young son Zeke find incredibly complex and confusing.  
 
Tauber wonders: What does sharing mean, exactly? Are there different kinds of sharing? If so, 
what are they? How do we figure out how much we should share - or when we should share? 
Can we find answers within any particular philosophical framework? What can our pedagogical, 
cultural, and political institutions teach us? Do they prioritize the value of sharing? If they do, 
why is there so much poverty in this very rich country? Why is there so much inequity? 
 
Zeke sums things up, quite powerfully and succinctly, as he declares: It’s hard to share, while 
also meeting that challenge repeatedly, consistently sharing much more easily and generously 
than Joel does. Zeke’s behavior challenges Joel and his assumptions significantly, raising many 
more questions. 
 
Seeking answers, Tauber interviews experts in a wide range of disciplines; including 
philosopher Christian Miller, homeless center director Derwin L. Montgomery, and psychologist 
Jessica Sommerville.  
 
Joel and Zeke then turn to the forgotten Socialist commune of Happyville (1905-1908) in South 
Carolina, where 50 Jews from New York once lived. Joel is not sure if he could ever share all 
his possessions like they once did, and he's fully aware of why many people have reservations 
about Socialism. Yet, as a Jewish guy who also moved from the Big City to the Carolinas, he 
feels a lot of kinship with the Utopia Seekers of Happyville. And, he senses that they could 
teach him and Zeke a lot about sharing. While it’s too late to speak to them, Tauber hopes that 
the landscape of Happyville, which had once inspired the Utopia Dreamers, might also inspire 
him and Zeke - reminding them that we’re all connected to the Land, and therefore each other; 
and that sharing is an ideal worth striving for. 



 
 
Director’s Statement: 
 
I spent 12 years studying Jewish philosophy and law in Hebrew and ancient Aramaic at the 
Maimonides School in Boston. I was on my way to becoming a rabbi, like many of my 
ancestors; and even though my life and career have taken quite different turns since then, core 
ideologies from my youth continue to influence what I do. 
 
The Sharing Project grows out of the conviction – repeated to me in so many ways as a child – 
that there is nothing more important than trying to be an ethical human being. This is a difficult 
and confusing endeavor, with no clear roadmaps – especially outside the guidelines of 
organized religion. Yet, I continue to believe that it is a critically important enterprise, especially 
in our current cultural climate. So, I’ve made a film about my attempt to understand one 
particular ethical quandary, sharing; with the hope that it will raise questions about this important 
topic and inspire further investigation – from as many people as possible. 
 
I’ve interviewed experts in a wide range of disciplines, including: philosophy, psychology, 
history, anthropology, and evolutionary biology. I’ve certainly learned a lot from them, but I 
continue to have plenty of questions. 
 
Perhaps, my continued confusion shouldn’t be surprising. After all, as Wittgenstein reminds us, 
we will probably never be able to fully answer life’s big questions. However, as my teachers kept 
telling me, that doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t try. 
 
The core Kabbalistic idea, Tikkun Olam, asks us to do whatever we can to repair the world. This 
doesn’t mean that the world was ever perfect, and it certainly doesn’t mean that we should ever 
expect to fully fix it; but it does suggest that we follow Zeke’s lead -  joining him in his attempts 
to fix the dream of Happyville and trying to better understand and appreciate the concept of 
sharing.  
 



“Tauber interviewed philosophers, psychologists, historians,
anthropologists, and experts in different fields from all 

over the country.” – Larry Wood, Aiken Standard 

Featured interviews: 

Christian Miller 
A.C. Reid Professor of
philosophy
Wake Forest University

Derwin L. Montgomery 
Executive director 
Bethesda Center For The 
Homeless 

Jessica Sommerville 
Professor of Psychology
University of Toronto 

Additional interviews: 
Adrian Bardon, Associate professor of philosophy, Wake Forest University 
Alex Rosenberg, R. Taylor Cole professor of philosophy, Duke University 
Anne Wilson, Activist, Winston-Salem, NC 
Brenda Herman, Principal (at the time), Whitaker Elementary School 
Carrie, Parent (amongst other things)  
Charles Francis Wilson, Activist, Winston-Salem, NC 
Colleen Lerner, Director and teacher, Temple Emanuel Preschool 
Daisy Rodriguez, Director of childhood hunger programs, Second Harvest Food Bank Of 

Northwest North Carolina 
David Coates, Worrell Chair in Anglo-American studies, Wake Forest University 
David Graeber, Professor of anthropology, The London School of Economics 
Gene R. Nichol, Boyd Tinsley Distinguished Professor of Law, University of North Carolina 

School of Law 
Geoffrey Sayre McCord, Morehead-Cain alumni distinguished professor of philosophy, 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Hayes McNeill, Former Chair, Forsyth County Democratic Party 
James Otteson, Executive director, BB&T Center for the Study of Capitalism, Wake Forest 

University School of Business 
Janna, Parent (amongst other things) 
Jeffrey Faullin, Principal, Brunson Elementary School 
Jennifer Knudson, Teacher (1 and 2 year olds), Temple Emanuel Preschool 
Joseph Milner, Professor emeritus of education, Wake Forest University 
Lynn Pritchard, Teacher (1 and 2 year olds), Temple Emanuel Preschool 
Marcia Savin, Happyville descendent 
Michele Gillespie, Presidential endowed professor of southern history and Dean of the College, 

Wake Forest University 
Win-chiat Lee, Professor of philosophy, Wake Forest University 

https://www.christianbmiller.com
https://derwinmontgomery.com/home
https://www.psych.utoronto.ca/people/directories/all-faculty/jessica-sommerville


“[Joel] Tauber can be as poignantly eccentric as German performance 
jester John Bock, and as profound as Joseph Beuys.” – Emma Gray, 

Art Review Magazine 

Filmmaker and artist Joel Tauber (Boston, 
MA, USA, 1972) orchestrates the video art 
program at Wake Forest University. His 
work has been presented in numerous film 
festivals, art galleries, and museums. His 
33-minute film, art installation, and public art
project, Sick-Amour, which celebrates a
forlorn tree stuck in the middle of a giant
parking lot, was shortlisted for a 2011
International Green Award.

Zeke Tauber (Los Angeles, CA, USA, 2010) 
is a philosophical and creative young boy. 
After teaching his father about sharing and 
working to fix the dream of Happyville with 
his special tools; Zeke began his studies at 
Whitaker Elementary School in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina. 

The Sharing Project also features Zeke’s younger brother Ozzie (Winston-Salem, NC, USA, 
2012) and their mother Alison Joy Goldberg (New York, NY, USA, 1971) – all of whom continue 
to teach Joel about sharing, on a daily basis. 

Dino Herrmann composed wonderful original music for The Sharing Project. He has a long and 
distinguished career as a musician and sound designer, winning a Crystal Reel Award from the 
FMPTA for composing the music for Real Premonition. 

THE SHARING PROJECT 
Produced, Directed, Written, Filmed, Narrated, and Edited by Joel Tauber 
Featuring (in order of appearance): Zeke Tauber, Ozzie Tauber, Joel Tauber, Zev, Christian 

Miller, Alison Joy Goldberg, Derwin L. Montgomery, Jessica Sommerville 
Additional Cinematography: Emily Smith, Jessica McFadyen, Katie Kron, Kristi Chan 
Sound Design and Original Music: Dino Herrmann 
Drums and Percussion Sound Design: Stefan Mechtersheimer 
Acoustic Guitar: Andrea Scuto 
Keyboards and Programming: Dino Herrmann 
Additional Music by Etta Baker from her Album Banjo 

https://joeltauber.com
https://art.wfu.edu/people/joel-tauber/
https://sickamour.com
http://www.sculpturedmusic.com


“Tauber discover[s] a forgotten… commune called Happyville… [and] 
he trie[s] to get at the root of why humans choose to compete or 

cooperate.”- Avishay Artsy, KCRW Radio 

In addition to being a 29 minute film, The Sharing Project is also: 
• An art installation comprised of 15 short videos, 21 interviews, and a communal sculpture:
https://thesharingproject.net/installation/
• A series of written stories: https://thesharingproject.net/stories/

Media Coverage: https://thesharingproject.net/media/

Movie Trailer: https://vimeo.com/joeltauber/thesharingprojectmovietrailer 

IMDB Page: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6098532/ 

Images available as press ready TIFF and JPEG files (image captions below, listed in the order 
that the images appear in this press packet): 

Joel Tauber, “Attempting To Restore Happyville”, photo from The Sharing Project 
Joel Tauber, “Happyville”, video still from The Sharing Project 
Joel Tauber, “Trying To Fix Happyville”, photo from The Sharing Project 
Joel Tauber, “What Mysteries Of Sharing Are Hidden In Happyville?”, photo from The Sharing Project 
Joel Tauber, “Christian Miller”, video still from The Sharing Project 
Joel Tauber, “Derwin L. Montgomery”, video still from The Sharing Project 
Joel Tauber, “Jessica Sommerville”, video still from The Sharing Project 
Plus: bio pics of Joel Tauber and Zeke Tauber 
Joel Tauber, “SHARE” (photo direction: Joel Tauber, shot by Kristi Chan), photo from The Sharing Project 

https://thesharingproject.net/installation/
https://thesharingproject.net/stories/
https://thesharingproject.net/media/
https://vimeo.com/289728165
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6098532/



